






PERCEPTION 

insight into each individual and their work/ 

process. Excursions are also a part of the event, 

seeing both the immediate surroundings 

as well as points of interest for artists. The 

culmination of the event is a traveling exhibition 

housed initially in the National Museum of 

Lithuania then on to the Academy in Vilnius and 

Panevezys with selected works becoming a part 

of the permanent collection. 

Those not familiar with the Bal tics and their 

history of symposia should note it has a long and 

rich tradition. They have undergone a great deal 

of political change in the past few decades, and 

while some of these changes have been beneficial 

to artists and the scene, others have left people 

questioning both their future and identity, 

and the bone china symposium in Kaunas is 

no different. Historically, in ceramic symposia 

people come together for a couple of weeks to 

make work in a different environment and be 

surrounded by other people. Some utilize this 

opportunity and take inspiration from it, while 

most make the same type of work they make in 

their own studios. While initially critical of this 

modality, one positive aspect is it does enable 

participants to see how each other navigates 

their studio and the material - but to be clear, 

it's basically a workshop where everyone is a 

participant. This is in fact the norm, and to be 

fair to organizers everywhere, it could be argued 

that it's somewhat necessary to ensure the stable 

of invited artists are encompassing the vision of 

the symposium. The process of participating in 

these events entails that at times one submits 
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Previous page: 
To Play. To Hurt (detail), 
Anthony SteUaccio. 
Image credit: 
Darius Petreikis. 

Opposite: 
Logo, Rokas Petreikis. 
Image credit: Darius 
Petreikisz. 
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